
High School Exchange/Travel Opportunities: 
 
The following is list of programs and websites that highlight high school exchange and travel programs. 
 
NOTE: The posting of information on this page is in NO WAY an endorsement or recommendation of a 
program or website, and West Vancouver Secondary School does not accept any responsibility for the 
behaviors or actions of the listed or related organizations. 
 
 

Encounters with Canada 
https://www.ewc-rdc.ca/en/home.html;jsessionid=6D6122F6CFA4C2ADB40E2513AAD23C69 
EWC is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for Canadian teens to meet young people from across the 

country. Spend a week in your nation’s capital. Take part in exciting adventures, explore future career 

options, learn more about your country, share your hopes and dreams – all through exclusive hands-on 

workshops, presentations and excursions. EWC has been offering rich and diverse programs for 33 

years. Over 99,000 youth have already lived the “EWC Experience.” You can too! 

Oxbridge Academic Programs 
http://www.oxbridgeprograms.com/ 

Professor James Basker has designed these summer programs for students in grades 8 to 12 – all with 

the goal of giving young people the opportunity to live and study in the historic and scholarly centers of 

learning that are Oxford and Cambridge in England, St. Andrews in Scotland, Barcelona and Salamanca in 

Spain, Paris and Montpellier in France, and New York City and Los Angeles in the United States. 

 

EF Educational Tours 

http://www.eftours.ca/ 

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, global education is more important than ever. 

Prepare your students for the challenges of the 21st century—while you inspire them—through a range 

of educational tours that provide in-depth exploration, authentic connections and hands-on experience. 

Shecana 
http://www.shecana.ca/index.php 
Shecana International Schools Ltd. offers international student exchange and gap-year travel programs. 
We have 17 years of experience with student exchanges and student travel. Based in Prince George, BC, 
we partner with trusted international student exchange and travel organizations to fulfill our mission to 
provide safe, positive educational travel choices for Canadians age 14 to 25. 
 
 

Irish Experience 
http://www.irishexperience.net/ 
Welcome to the Irish Experience, a summer travel program for Canadian and American high school 
students who want to experience Ireland by hiking its countryside, exploring its cities, and studying its 
rich history and celebrated literature while earning high school credits. 
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Blyth Education 
http://www.blytheducation.com/ 
We are excited to announce that Blyth International Summers has hit a record high in student 
enrollment.  Some programs are nearly sold out, so act fast to get the program of your choice. 
 
Blyth is in search of the best Activities Coordinators and Travelling Tutors out there!  We have 
completed our first round of interviews at Harvard University and this week we are at Oxford University 
interviewing the best of over 150 applicants.  Our support staff are very important to all of our programs 
and we are very happy with the high caliber of all of those who have applied.  
The administrative staff for our Summer Programs are hard at work coming up with new and exciting 
optional excursions for this summer.  Feel like hiking or horseback riding in the Pyrenees?  What about 
swimming with Sting Rays or Dolphins?  Or maybe a night in a Castle is more your thing.  Stay tuned to 
your program page in the New Year for all of these exciting opportunities and more!  
 
We have 22 programs available for this summer and happily enrollment is very strong. We estimate 
more than 1000 students will take part. New programs in the Culinary Arts in Italy, Film Studies in LA, 
the Performing Arts, Egypt and International Business (NYC, Dubai, and Shanghai) have all been very well 
received. Our programs in Italy, Greece and France are getting very full-if you are looking at these 
programs in 2009 please let us know as soon as possible. 
 
 

Canadian Education Exchange Foundation 
http://www.ceef.ca/new-site/students/destinations/destinations-idx.html 
The Canadian Education Exchange Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation. CEEF organizes educational 
exchange programs for students and teachers through partnerships with governments and private 
agencies in many countries. The organization and management of CEEF exchanges in Canada is carried 
out by a small professional multilingual staff with the assistance of many volunteers -- school principals, 
teachers, former exchange participants, parents and retired teachers. 
 
CEEF student exchanges are school-based. When you apply, your school principal must approve your 
participation by signing your application form. 
 
There are two phases to every student exchange: a hosting period, and a visiting period.  
 
When you are successfully matched for a Three-month Program, a visiting exchange student lives with 
your family from the middle of August until the middle of November and attends classes in your school 
once the fall term begins.  
 
To complete the exchange, you travel to the home country of your exchange partner, live with his/her 
family from mid-February until mid-May and attend school in that country. 
 
If you would like to participate in an international exchange, but feel that you are not quite ready for a 
three-month program, consider applying for one of CEEF’s French-language Summer Programs to France 
or Switzerland (French-speaking region of Geneva). (Summer Programs are available only to students 
living in Ontario). Ontario students spend approximately one summer month (July) in France or 
Switzerland (Geneva) and then host their visiting exchange partner for approximately one month 
(August). 
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To find answers to some of the questions most frequently asked about our Three-month Programs, or 
for more information about Summer Programs to France or Switzerland just click on the question in the 
menu to the left. We hope you will decide that a CEEF student exchange is right for you! 
 
After browsing this web site, if you still have questions or would like more information, please feel free 
to contact CEEF by e-mail ingridv@ceef.ca or telephone 705 739-7596 
 
 

The British Columbia Heritage Language Association  
http://www.ceef.ca/new-site/students/destinations/destinations-idx.html 
The British Columbia Heritage Language Association(BCHLA) established in 1982, is a non-profit 
organization that actively promotes cross-cultural understanding through heritage/international 
language instruction and education. BCHLA serves as the umbrella body for heritage language schools 
mainly in Burnaby and Vancouver. 
 
A fantastic and unique opportunity for students in their Grade 10 and 11 year enrolled in German 
language courses to participate in a reciprocal academic exchange during the school year.  
 
This exchange aims to:  
1. Improve German language proficiency.  
2. Promote international goodwill and understanding.  
3. Supplement classroom studies with firsthand experience in another country.  
 
 

AFS Interculture Canada 
http://www.afscanada.org/can_en/focus_on/high_school 
AFS is an international, voluntary, non-governmental, non-profit organization that provides intercultural 
learning opportunities to help people develop the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to create 
a more just and peaceful world.  
 
The Core Values and Attributes of AFS 
AFS enables people to act as responsible global citizens working for peace and understanding in a 
diverse world. It acknowledges that peace is a dynamic concept threatened by injustice, inequity and 
intolerance.  
 
AFS seeks to affirm faith in the dignity and worth of every human being and of all nations and cultures. It 
encourages respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinction as to race, sex, 
language, religion or social status 
 
The most popular of all our programs! This is a year-long immersion program lasting 10 to 12 months. 
You will stay with a host family and go to school. 
 

ASSE CANADA 
http://www.asse.com/Canada_English/high_school.htm 
year away can’t be measured in days alone. You’ll only be gone for a school year, but the experience will 
enrich the rest of your life. Living in another country for a year is something most people never have the 
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opportunity to do. You’ll return with new knowledge, cultural understanding, maturity and lifelong 
friends from your host country. The hardest part will be leaving your ASSE host family. They will have 
shared in your adventure and learned from you, as you will have from them.  
 
Your exchange year may cost no more than a year at home. Believe it or not, that’s true. ASSE programs 
are offered to you at cost. Your host family does not receive a fee or reimbursement for expenses 
(except in the European Summer Language programs). Your ASSE host family will provide your meals 
and lodging; all they ask in return is that you participate as a responsible member of the family, 
assuming your fair share of chores around the house and sharing in family activities. 
 
Of course, you’ll need pocket money just as you do here. Your only other expense besides the fee (see 
application page) will be your domestic connecting flight to and from your home to your international 
gateway airport, the point of your ASSE flight overseas. Or, for academic year exchanges within North 
America, you must furnish your own flight to the airport nearest your homestay city.  
 
You are fully covered in the event of an illness, property loss or other emergency because all ASSE 
programs include comprehensive health, travel and liability insurance. 
 
 

Explore 
http://www.jexplore.ca/english/program.html 
Discover another region of Canada and use this opportunity to improve your knowledge of French. 
Explore offers you five weeks full of opportunities to make discoveries, meet new people, and exchange 
ideas in a stimulating setting for learning your second language. Experience something new. Explore 
your country and your personal capabilities!  
 
Knowing a second language is essential, and with French you can get around almost everywhere in the 
world. So why not seize this opportunity to add to your chances of having the best possible future?  
 
Explore is a five-week intensive language-learning course. You can take the course in the spring or 
summer, whichever you prefer! This means that you can take a job for the rest of the summer, if you 
wish.*  
 
Participants in Explore receive a $2,000 bursary covering tuition fees for the course, instructional 
materials, meals, and accommodation (please note that the bursary constitutes taxable income). The 
educational institution you will be attending will receive the bursary directly. Some schools offer the 
possibility of credit transfers for the course you take, so check with the institution where you wish to 
transfer your credits.  
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